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simplicity, and not merely afraid of work. We
must not glorify a mild spectatorial pleasure by
the name of philosophy, or excuse our inddlence
under the name of contemplation. We must
abstain deliberately, not tamely hang back; we
must desire the Kingdom of Heaven for itself, and
not for the sake of the things that are added jf we
seek it. If the Scribes and Pharisees have their
reward for ambition and self-seeking, the craven
soul has its reward too, and that reward is a sick
emptiness of spirit. And then if we have erred thus,
if we have striven to pretend to ourselves that we
were careless of the prize, when in reality we only
feared the battle, what can we do ? How can we
repair our mistake ? There is but one way ; we
can own the pitiful fault, and not attempt to glorify
it ; we can face the experience, take our petty and
shameful wages and cast ourselves afresh, in our
humiliation and weakness, upon God, rejoicing
that we can at least feel the shame, and enduring
the chastisement with patient hopefulness ; for that
very suffering is a sign that God has not left us to
ourselves, but is giving us perforce the purification
which we could not take to ourselves.
And even thus, life is not all an agony, a battle,
an endurance; there are sweet hours of refresh-
ment and tranquillity between the twilight and the
dawn ; hours when we can rest a little in the
shadow, and see the -brimming stream of life
flowing quietly but surely to its appointed end.